KEYNOTE SPEAKERS BIOS
MAXINE MCKEW - Master of Ceremonies , Former Politician and Journalist
Maxine McKew is an Honorary Fellow of the Melbourne Graduate School of
Education based at the University of Melbourne, Australia. She is the author of
two books, Class Act, a study of success in turnaround Australian schools, and
Tales from the Political Trenches, a political memoir. Maxine's background is in
journalism and for many years she was a familiar face to ABC viewers as the
anchor of Lateline and the 7.30 Report. She made the switch to politics in 2007
and defeated Prime Minister, John Howard, in the seat of Bennelong. She served in
the Australian Federal Parliament from 2007-2010. She now lives in Melbourne where she is a
member of three boards: State Library of Victoria, Per Capita, and the John Cain Foundation.

EDUCATION MAKING A DIFFERENCE
BUNKER ROY, Principal and Founder, Barefoot College, India
Sanjit "Bunker" Roy is an Indian social activist and educator who founded the
Barefoot College. He was selected as one of Time 100's 100 most influential
personalities in 2010 for his work in educating illiterate and semi-literate rural
Indians. Bunker Roy’s “real” education started when after being educated in
Doon School (1956-1962) and St Stephens College (1962-1967). He dug open
wells for drinking water as an unskilled labourer for 5 years (1967-1971) and
was Indian National Squash Champion 1965, 1968 and 1971. Bunker Roy
started the Barefoot College in 1972 which was following the life style and work
style of Mahatma Gandhi.
The demystified and decentralized community based Barefoot Model has been implemented in over
76 of the Least Developed Countries, a total of 40,000 houses in over 1,000 villages have been solar
electrified by over 700 illiterate rural grandmothers. They are trained in 6 months as solar engineers
using only sign language. The written and spoken word is not used. Bunker Roy gave a TED talk at
TED Global in Edinburgh in October 2011. It has accrued over 3.5 million viewers and been translated
into 45 languages.
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MEAGAN FALLONE, Global Strategy, Implementation & Development,
Barefoot College International, India
Responsible for Barefoot College International, Meagan Fallone is currently
steering the establishment of a further 6 Barefoot College Vocational Training
Centres throughout Sub Saharan Africa, Latin America and SE Asia/Pacific; to
triple the size of the Barefoot College by 2018. In addition, she is leading a
significant move by the organisation towards digital integration both within the organisation and, in
the hands of the thousands of rural poor illiterate and semi-literate women the college trains
throughout the developing world. Her Indian based team of Barefoot Innovators have developed and
deployed a digital M&E platform to track QoL, empowerment, financial and sustainability impact
within the program areas of the Barefoot College by leveraging a design centric strategy grounded in
the inclusion of grass roots women, throughout its design and implementation.
Developing innovative public, private and technology partnerships to allow 40 years of grassroots
innovation to scale through the support of technology. The “Barefoot Approach” focuses on Water
management, Renewable Solar Energy, Livelihood & Enterprise creation and a unique solution to
Rural Education for rural children that has today educated more than 75,000 young people. This
dedication to creating information sharing across literacy, language, cultural barriers in true
South/South cooperation, is at the heart of the Barefoot College strategic vision.
Ms Fallone advocates in all high-level global forums for the Barefoot Approach through creation of
Governmental and Multilateral partnerships. Since joining Bunker Roy in 2011 to scale the Women’s
Barefoot Solar Initiative of community based, self-reliant and sustainable Solar Electrification, she
has been a field presence in more than 52 countries since joining Barefoot College and currently
guides field implementation and partnerships in 72 Countries. At the heart of curating an
international curriculum designed with and for Illiterate and semi-literate poor rural women which
empowers them towards enterprise activities and amplifies their agency and aspirations, she and
her team have successfully crafted partnerships with Unwomen, UNESCO, UNDP and many large
Philanthropic Foundations. Since joining the leadership team at Barefoot College she has
accomplished a challenging and deep organisational shift from a grass roots, India-centred entity to
a vibrant, globally operating organisation, innovating towards the future.

SCHOOL IN THE CLOUD
SUGATA MITRA, Professor of Educational Technology at the School of
Education, Communication and Language Sciences at Newcastle University,
England
Professor Sugata Mitra is Professor of Educational Technology at the School
of Education, Communication and Language Sciences at Newcastle
University, UK. He has been credited with more than 25 inventions in the area of cognitive science
and educational technology. One of his best known works is the ‘Hole in the Wall’ experiments
started in 1999 which demonstrated that groups of children, irrespective of who or where they are,
can learn to use computers and the Internet on their own using public computers in open spaces
such as roads and playgrounds. In 2006, he invented Self Organised Learning Environments, now in
use throughout the world. In 2009, he created the Granny Cloud, of teachers who interact with
children over the Internet. In 2013, he was awarded the first $1 million TED prize, to put his
educational ideas together to create seven laboratories called ‘Schools in the Cloud’ which study
learning as emergent phenomena in an educational self-organising system.
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RE-IMAGINING LEARNING IN FUTURE ASIA
PROFESSOR ARNOUD DE MEYER, President, Singapore Management University
Professor De Meyer is the fourth President of Singapore Management University.
Previously, he was Director of Judge Business School at the University of
Cambridge where he was Professor of Management Studies and Fellow of Jesus
College. He was associated for 23 years with INSEAD where he held various senior
academic and administrative positions, including founding Dean of INSEAD’s Asia
Campus in Singapore.
Professor De Meyer has a Master of Science in Electrical Engineering, MBA and PhD in Management
from the University of Ghent in Belgium. He also pursued his studies as a visiting scholar at the
Sloan School of Management, Massachusetts Institute of Technology (USA). His research interests
are in manufacturing and technology strategy; the implementation of new manufacturing
technologies; the management of R&D; how innovation can be managed more effectively; project
management under conditions of high uncertainty; management and innovation in Asia; the
globalisation of Asian firms; the management of novel projects; and e-readiness in Europe. His work
is published widely in academic journals and he has written several books.
Professor De Meyer serves on several boards including the Human Capital Leadership Institute,
National Research Foundation, Singapore International Chamber of Commerce, Singapore
Symphonia Company Limited and Temasek Management Services. He is an external director of
Dassault Systèmes SA (France) and also Chair of the Strategic Advisory Committee of VITO, the
Flemish Institute for Technological Research (Belgium).

FUTURE OF WORK AND SKILLS IN SMART CITIES
AYESHA KHANNA Chief Executive Officer, ADDO
Ayesha Khanna is a digital technology and product strategy expert advising
companies and governments on smart cities, future skills, fintech, and other
emerging industries. She spent more than a decade on Wall Street advising
product innovation teams developing large scale trading, risk management and
data analytics systems.
Ayesha is CEO of tech engineering and design firm ADDO and helps match investors and startups at
TechFin Ventures. Previously, she served as CEO of The Keys Global, an innovative education hub
that matched students with leading companies to apply their skills in coding, robotics, and 3D
printing. In 2014, Ayesha served on the Singapore Ministry of Education’s Steering Committee on
future skills and applied learning.
Ayesha was also co-founder of the Hybrid Reality Institute, a research and advisory group
established to analyze the social and economic impact of accelerating technologies. She directed the
Future Cities Group at the London School of Economics, and has been a Faculty Advisor at Singularity
University.
Ayesha is author of Straight Through Processing (2008) and co-author of Hybrid Reality: Thriving in
the Emerging Human-Technology Civilization (2012). She has been published and quoted on
technology, innovation and smart cities in The New York Times, BusinessWeek, TIME, Newsweek,
Forbes, Harvard Business Review, Strategy+Business, and Foreign Policy.
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Ayesha has a BA (honors) in Economics from Harvard University, an MS in Operations Research from
Columbia University and is completing her PhD on smart city infrastructures at the London School of
Economics.
She is the Founder of 21C GIRLS, a charity that delivers free coding classes to girls in Singapore. She
is on the Board of Advisors for Humanity+, a Fellow at the Institute for Ethics and Emerging
Technologies and a Non-Resident Senior Fellow at the Strategic Foresight Initiative at Atlantic
Council. Ayesha is also Chairman of Factotum, a boutique content marketing agency.
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